
Warrambeen Offset Management
1372 Rokewood Shelford Rd
Shelford 3329

ph. (03) 52813250
e. offsets@warrambeen.com

Landowner of  offset site Ian, Trish and James Taylor

Location and address of  offset site “860 Paddock”

Warrambeen Pty Ltd,

Rokewood – Shelford Rd, Shelford.

Interested Party Dacland Stage 1 – Year 6

Dacland Stage 2 – Year 5

Dacland Stage 3 – Year 4

Responsible Authority Golden Plains Shire, DoE and DELWP

Type of  Offset

Size of  Offset

Vegetation

6.58 Ha

Signature

Date 05/04/2022

Information to be included:

● A copy of  the Management Action Table from the OMP with information on which actions have been
completed for the year/s of  this reporting period;

● A description of  the specific monitoring results from surveys undertaken for vegetation/flora species;
● Fencing work;
● Success of  weed and pest animal control work;
● Successful management tools (i.e. techniques used to control weed species, protection of  new plants,

monitoring technique, etc.);
● Any problems or issues experienced (i.e. new infestation of  weed species, storm damage to fencing, etc.)
● Include any corrective actions and contingency measures where monitoring indicates that there has been a

degradation in the native vegetation and Golden Sun Moth population and habitat; and,
● Provide any photographs showing evidence of  works.
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Summary of  Independent Monitoring Report
(Excerpt from Nature Advisory Report December 2021 Report No. 11212 (12.0))

“Discussions with the landholder found that during the past year of management for the offset site
the site was too wet to graze effectively without damaging the native vegetation. It is understood
that grazing was limited to the times below due to the high rainfall that occurred during the year and
to prevent pugging of the site.

● 14 - 15 April 2021
● 18 - 25 May 2021
● 2 - 8 June 2021
● 28 August – 30 September 2021”

“Targeted surveys for threatened species were not included in OMP. Nonetheless, two state-listed
threatened flora species have previously been incidentally encountered and recorded during offset
site monitoring. One Small Milkwort was recorded in Stage 1 in February 2019, and two were
recorded in Stage 1 during the most recent survey. Numerous Small Scurf-pea have been recorded
throughout the offset site since 2017, forming large matts in association with rock outcropping.
Small Scurf Pea was recorded in Stage 3 during the most recent survey. Small Milkwort is listed as
threatened under the FFG Act, while Small Scurf-pea is listed as threatened under the FFG Act.”

Overall the landowners are happy with the offset and the diversity of natives found within the offset.

Monitoring results for vegetation/flora species
(Excerpt from Nature Advisory Report December 2021 Report No. 11212 (12.0))
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See below for the pest plant species recorded on-site at the time of the survey.

(Table from Nature Advisory Report December 2021 Report No. 11212 (12.0))

Given the increase in some pest plant species the landowners and weed management team are
looking into the recommendations supplied by Nature Advisory to ensure targets are lowered
back to acceptable levels.

Successful management tools
(i.e. techniques used to control weed species, protection of  new plants, monitoring techniques, etc.)
(Excerpt from Nature Advisory Report December 2021 Report No. 11212 (12.0))

“Evidence of spot spraying of Spear Thistle was observed, although follow up control is required
as many recruits were also present (Photo 3). Sweet Briar had also been controlled using the cut
and paint method, with only two juvenile plants being found in Stage 1 and 3. ”

There is no doubt the 3 x pass weed control methodology has been very successful on spear
thistle. Our war against  serrated Tussock control is slower, with a large amount reappearing on
the site again this year. We will continue the work over the 3 x passes and hopefully we will see a
reduction over time as we have been working on this for a long time.

Dacland 1,2,3
combined

2020 2021

Spear Thistles 25770 9993
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Photos
Photographs on USB stick are available on request and also attached at the end of this report.

Fencing work
● Fencing undergoes regular checks and maintenance as per the Farm program, all

are in good condition and stock proof.

Weed and pest animal control work
(Excerpt from Nature Advisory Report December 2020 Report No. 11212 (11.0))

Biomass Control:
Biomass levels are regularly monitored by landowners and staff throughout the year.
Biomass control has been very difficult again this year on the Dacland offset due to such
a  wet year, the ground was waterlogged in November which hindered grazing. Normally
the paddock would have been grazed down in Autumn but this year this was impossible
under the OMP as doing so would have created major pugging issues.

In spring the Biomass levels are higher than required at nearly 86%.

Summer review 24/02/2021 - 30% bare ground

Autumn review 27/04/2021 - 40% bare ground

Winter review 31/08/2021 - 20% bare ground

Stock Movements

Achieving adequate weed control via grazing was extremely difficult this year. Sheep were
required to be off the site during wet periods which is when grazing was most required. We are
going to change the grazing regime next year to continue grazing through the wet periods and
reduce the weed numbers. This offset gets so wet in winter it becomes very hard to graze under
the current restrictions in the OMP. Grazing has been relatively ineffectual this year, given the
high biomass levels. We found some opportunity May, June and August but later Spring grazing
was difficult to achieve - this was when Biomass got to some of it’s highest levels.

Offset area Sheep in No. Sheep Out

Dacland 14 April 2021 75 Rams 15 April 021
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18 May 2021 1949 B Flock 25 May 2021

2 June 2021 1692 O flock 8 June 2021

28 August 2021 499 B Flock

1277 Offsets

49 Maidens

30 September 2021

Weed Cover / Control:

Phil Spark and his team were engaged to grid spray paddock. The Autumn weed control event
consisted of 5 staff, the Spring event was 6 staff. Plus a serrated tussock sweep was conducted
in August by Jamie (Landowner) in the difficult areas.

● Fluroproponate, Round Up, Amine, Galon and colour dye.
● Blackberry’s have been spotted and soaked with Amine on the 1/06/21, 2/06/21 and

15/7/21
● Thistle and serrated tussock numbers are dropping each year
● Saffron Thistle  spotted in low numbers and spot sprayed.
● Chemical drum pictures attached see Appendix 3.
● 3 x phases of spot spraying for phalarius, thistle and serrated tussock completed.

● Photos of Weed Control see Appendix 1

Phalarius and fog grass have exploded over the site, due to autumn seeding. This has been  very
difficult to control as there are so many small plants. Historically these would have been grazed at
a low stocking rate which would have prevented establishment.  Spear grass numbers are
pleasing on the offset site this year.

Fox and Rabbit Control:

● An ongoing shooting programme, maintained as required with registered
shooters.

Date Activity Observation Action
Required/Completed

24/02/21 Landowner
monitoring

No scratchings or
sightings of pest
animals

Nil

27/04/21 Landowner
monitoring

No scratchings or
sightings of pest
animals

Nil
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1/06/21 Weed Control work Rabbit warren
identified

Collapsed and
marked on map
(See Appendix 5)

31/08/21 Landowner
monitoring

Kangaroo tracks
observed but no
sightings

Nil

11/11/21 Weed control work,
and pest monitoring

No sightings or
evidence of any
rabbits or foxes

Nil

Problems or issues experienced
(i.e. new infestation of  weed species, storm damage to fencing, etc.)

This was another very difficult year. Sheep were moved on and off the paddock many
times to avoid damage to the offset and grazing gad to be delayed last minute due to
rain. We were particularly concerned about the high levels of biomass. We found Spear
thistle levels are especially high on the western side early in the year, this is as a result of
late grazing in the previous year.
Sourcing staff was an issue early in the weed control season, however once staff were
sourced they were trained up and set to work.
Lots of standing water in the Dacland offset prevented us from grazing as actively as we
would have liked. These conditions also favoured the growth of fog grass, which is the
primary issue we need to tackle next year.

Management Plan 2022
Grazing will occur according to the OMP and with the advice of the recommendations from
Nature Advisory.

The current state of the offset has too much biomass. THis is is mirrored in our other offsets and
is the experience of other landowners in the last 2x years. The existing OMP’s with restrictions
around pugging and grazing have created conditions that in wet years have made grazing difficult
and favoured exotic species.
1. Some pugging is better than allowing seed set for weed species in Spring.
2. Spot spraying on Phalaris areas is difficult to get good kills when not grazing the areas in
Spring.
3. Weed species are at higher levels than outlined in the OMP.

Wet seasons with limited grazing to prevent pugging favour phalarius and seeding. When the
OMP was formed we were on the end of the millennium drought and most of the
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After 3 weed passes this year we have found the phalarius very difficult to control with spot
spraying especially in the kangaroo grass areas as it's interspersed amongst the natives. We have
reduced the numbers of serrated tussock and spear thistle significantly.

Examining the history of the area we need to focus on reducing the phalarius using grazing - as
evidence, we have other areas of native grassland that are set- stocked rather than pulse grazed
and this year they have no phalaris issues and much less weed issues. Also, before the offset the
areas were grazed permanently which kept our phalarius from the paddocks.
Should this year be another wet year and thus prevent grazing to occur as recommended, an
August burn followed  by a spraying event may occur to help combat biomass and weed growth.
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Photographs –Taken November 16, 2021
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Photo Point 369
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Appendix 1:Threatened species
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Appendix 2: Management action tables
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Appendix 3 – Chemical drum photos
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Appendix 4 - Evidence of works completed

Blackberry being cut and painted

An old trough site about to be repaired

Trough site being repaired

Site repaired and marked to be monitored
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An abundance of spear grass

An advanced serrated tussock found and treated, onset of weeds were

noticed earlier this year
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An old bramble site being monitored found a new bramble shoot, treated

and continue to monitor
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Appendix 5 -Rabbit Warren Location marked on Map

Also NB Blackberry identified and treated, marked to watch and future reference.
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Appendix 6 -Offset Reviews
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